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Press Release

***************************************************************************************
Yip Wing-sie : it’s time to pass the baton
NEWS:
The season 2019/2020 will be Yip Wing-sie’s final season as Music Director of Hong Kong Sinfonietta. She will stay on as Conductor Emeritus of the orchestra after that. 
In April 2020, she will be leading Hong Kong Sinfonietta’s tour of Germany, and as Conductor Emeritus, she will be returning to conduct Hong Kong Sinfonietta.
ABOUT YIP WING-SIE:
Yip Wing-sie joined Hong Kong Sinfonietta as Music Director in April 2002. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In her 16 years of leadership, the orchestra has developed into an orchestra worthy of flagship status in Hong Kong. It has also started to make its mark internationally – as an orchestra with high artistry and passion for new music. 
Yip continued and strengthened the various missions of Hong Kong Sinfonietta:
· She spearheaded and tailor-designed a variety of “audience development” programmes which started life as “Short-cut to Classical Music” in 2000. This soon grew to include many other programmes for audiences of different ages and levels, such as the “Know Your Classical Music” series and the “Good Music” series, which expanded into chamber concerts outside the concert hall.
· She commissioned close to 50 new works and projects which were premiered by Hong Kong Sinfonietta. Majority of works were by Hong Kong composers and artists.
· She led the orchestra in performances overseas (19 cities in Europe, 9 cities in the Americas and 10 cities in Asia).
During her time as Music Director of Hong Kong Sinfonietta, she received the following accolades:
1. Women of Influence - Master of the Arts Award, American Chamber of Commerce, Hong Kong, 2017
2. Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite, French Government, 2015
3. Bronze Bauhinia Star (BBS), Hong Kong Government, 2013
4. Hong Kong Women of Excellence in the Six Arts,  Hong Kong Federation of Women, 2013
5. University Artist, University of Hong Kong, 2011-2012
6. Fellow of the Royal College of Music (FRCM), 2010
7. Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, Ministry of Culture and Communication of France, 2007
8. Honorary doctorate by the Open University of Hong Kong, 2006
9. Ong Teng Cheong Distinguished Visiting Professor, Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, Singapore 2005-2006
WHAT HAPPENS NOW:
· Yip will continue in her present position as Music Director until April 2020. 
· The search of a new Music Director will start imminently with a panel comprising of the Chairman of the Board, the CEO and Yip Wing-sie (in consultation with HKS orchestra members) in accordance with the funding agreement between the Government and the orchestra.  
· In case a new Music Director is not found by April 2020, Principal Guest Conductor Christoph Poppen has kindly agreed to take on the interim position to oversee the artistic well-being of the orchestra until the new Music Director is in place.
Yip Wing-sie – in her own words:
“One of my dreams as a young conductor was to be able to have my own orchestra in Hong Kong. When the chance came in 2001 (as the Board of the Hong Kong Sinfonietta approached me), I was overwhelmed with the opportunity and accepted the offer. I learnt everything on the job – as the experience was quite different from being the Music Director at the Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra, which I was at the time. At home in Hong Kong where I grew up, it felt especially difficult at the beginning because I knew a lot of people and I was not used to being in a position of responsibility off the podium. I learnt that making decisions which were beneficial to the orchestra did not necessarily please everyone.
“Looking back now, I realised that I was not only blessed with the chance to lead an orchestra but that I was actually working with a group of dedicated musicians and the solid and committed administration team, plus a supportive Board ! Not every conductor can have it all… and I think I did. This may sound cliché but it was really more than a dream come true.
“2020 will be the 18th year I have been with the orchestra. I think I have built an orchestra which will stay strong and spirited, and most importantly, able to continue the good work it has been doing - to inspire the city of Hong Kong, my home. I am proud and confident that the ensemble I am handing over to the new leader of the orchestra is of an extremely high standard and with good attitude.
“One of my mentors Leonard Bernstein taught me, amongst many other things, how important it was to inspire and pass the torch on. I hope that in my work with the Hong Kong Sinfonietta, I have inspired people, especially the younger generation, who are the future of the city.”
Response from Chan Yuk-kwan, Chairman, Hong Kong Sinfonietta:
“Yip Wing-sie is the one representative of classical music that everyone knows in Hong Kong. A true Hong Kong gift – someone who made such a difference to the musical landscape in Hong Kong! I admire and appreciate everything Wing-sie has done to make Hong Kong Sinfonietta what it is today – and although it would be hard to imagine Hong Kong Sinfonietta without Wing-sie as Music Director, I am relieved that she has agreed to remain as our Conductor Emeritus and that she will return to conduct us. Afterall, we are all from Hong Kong – and having worked together for so long, I believe that our cords cannot really be severed that easily!
“Hong Kong Sinfonietta has been very lucky to have Yip Wing-sie as Music Director in its formative years – and with the solid foundation I have confidence that it will grow from strength to strength.”
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