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Two German star artists join hands in recital

and collaborate with Hong Kong Sinfonietta this November
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Two German artists leading the great wave of young talents in the music scene today – cellist Maximilian Hornung and pianist Alexander Krichel – are visiting Hong Kong this November to treat the local audience to two concerts as well as a duo recital! On 18 Nov (Fri) and 20 Nov (Sun), Hornung and Krichel will play under the baton of Music Director Emeritus Yip Wing-sie Shostakovich’s Cello Concerto No 1 and Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No 5, “Emperor” respectively. Additionally on 15 Nov (Tue), the two stars will meet in a captivating duo recital to play for the audience spectacular works by Beethoven, Brahms, Rachmaninov and more. Tickets are now on sale at URBTIX and POPTICKET.
Cellist Maximilian Hornung debuts with Hong Kong Sinfonietta

Having risen to international prominence after being appointed Principal Cello of the prestigious Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra at the age of 23, cellist Maximilian Hornung has since impressed as a soloist and performed with leading orchestras and conductors of the world such as London Philharmonic Orchestra, Tonhalle Orchestra Zürich, Vienna Symphony, Mariss Jansons, Daniel Harding, Yannick Nézét-Séguin, Bernard Haitink etc. On 18 Nov, he will take centre stage at Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall, playing Shostakovich’s breath-taking Cello Concerto No 1 with Hong Kong Sinfonietta under the baton of Music Director Emeritus Yip Wing-sie. The programme also includes Stravinsky’s sparkling Suite No 2 for Small Orchestra and Tchaikovsky well-loved Symphony No 4.
Pianist Alexander Krichel returns to Hong Kong
ECHO Klassik prize winner Alexander Krichel is known for his captivating interpretations of the most demanding works, and combining analytical clarity with fiery emotion. Two years since starring in Hong Kong Sinfonietta’s concert film Back On Stage II (Quarantined!) – recorded during the public closure of concert halls in 2020 – he will be performing live for the Hong Kong audience Beethoven’s monumental Piano Concerto No 5, “Emperor” on 20 Nov with Hong Kong Sinfonietta, under the baton of Music Director Emeritus Yip Wing-sie. Krichel will also be attending cinema screenings of the aforementioned concert film to meet and greet the audience on 13 and 16 Nov, as one of the featured films at MOViE MOViE Life is Art 2022 film festival. (Movie tickets at Broadway Circuit)
A meeting of the two stars

On top of their concerts with Hong Kong Sinfonietta, Hornung and Krichel will also come together in a duo recital on 15 Nov at Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall, to present some of the most magnificent and timeless works of chamber music by Beethoven and Brahms, while also individually showcasing their mesmerising interpretations of solo works by Rachmaninov and Dieter Ammann, promising an unparalleled spectacle of exquisite music-making!
Enjoy a 20% discount when you purchase full-price tickets to two or more of the above concerts!
	Hong Kong Sinfonietta
Cellomania: Maximilian Hornung Plays Shostakovich
18 Nov 2022 (Friday) 8pm

HK City Hall Concert Hall
$420, $280, $160
Music Director Emeritus/Conductor: Yip Wing-sie
Cello: Maximilian Hornung
Programme

Stravinsky
Suite No 2 for Small Orchestra
Shostakovich
Cello Concerto No 1 in E-flat, Op 107
Tchaikovsky
Symphony No 4 in F minor, Op 36
Great Piano Concertos: Alexander Krichel plays Beethoven “Emperor”
20 Nov 2022 (Sunday) 3pm

HK City Hall Concert Hall
$420, $280, $160
Music Director Emeritus/Conductor: Yip Wing-sie

Piano: Alexander Krichel
Programme

Stravinsky
Suite No 2 for Small Orchestra
Beethoven
Piano Concerto No 5 in E-flat, Op 73, “Emperor”
Tchaikovsky
Symphony No 4 in F minor, Op 36

Duo Recital by Maximilian Hornung & Alexander Krichel
15 Nov 2022 (Tuesday) 8pm

HK City Hall Concert Hall
$400, $260, $150

Cello: Maximilian Hornung

Piano: Alexander Krichel
Programme

Rachmaninov
Études-Tableaux, Op 39
Beethoven
Sonata for Piano & Cello No 3 in A, Op 69
Dieter Ammann
Piece for Cello “Imagination Against Numbers” (1994/1998)
Brahms
Sonata for Piano & Cello No 2 in F, Op 99



· Half-price tickets available for full-time students, senior citizens, people with disabilities and their minder, and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance recipients
· 10% discount for group bookings of 4 or more standard tickets
· Get a 20% off discount when you purchase full-price tickets to any two of the following programmes:

· Duo Recital by Maximilian Hornung & Alexander Krichel (15 Nov)
· Cellomania: Maximilian Hornung Plays Shostakovich (18 Nov)

· Great Piano Concertos: Alexander Krichel plays Beethoven “Emperor” (20 Nov)
· Suitable for 6 years old or above
· Tickets at URBTIX www.urbtix.hk  Enquiries: 3761 6661
· Tickets online at POPTICKET www.popticket.hk
*********************************************************************************

Yip Wing-sie                                       Music Director Emeritus/Conductor
A highly respected and influential figure in Asia’s orchestral music scene, Yip Wing-sie shifted from being the Music Director of Hong Kong Sinfonietta – a position which she had held since 2002 – to Music Director Emeritus in May 2020. Other positions she had previously held include Principal Conductor and later Music Director of Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra and Resident Conductor of Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra.  

Winner of the First Prize as well as “Lyre d’Or” in the 35th Concours International de Jeunes Chefs d’Orchestre de Besançon, France in 1985 and a prizewinner in the 8th Tokyo International Conducting Competition in 1988, Yip is in great demand as a guest conductor in Asia. Orchestras she has conducted include the Central Philharmonic Orchestra of China, China National Symphony Orchestra, China Philharmonic Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, Seoul Philharmonic, Osaka Philharmonic, New Japan Philharmonic, Tokyo Mozart Players, the symphony orchestras of Sapporo, Yomiuri, Taiwan, Tasmania, Melbourne and Queensland as well as the Auckland Philharmonia of New Zealand. In Europe, Yip’s engagements have included concerts with the Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse and the Chambre Orchestre de Besançon in France, Warsaw Philharmonic in Poland and Spain’s Tenerife Symphony Orchestra. She has also conducted at prestigious venues and festivals such as the Vienna Musikverein (Grossersaal), Beijing Music Festival, Fukuoka’s Asian Month Festival in Japan, Hong Kong Arts Festival and Macao International Music Festival. Yip has collaborated with such renowned artists as Augustin Dumay, Fou Ts’ong, Shlomo Mintz, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Itzhak Perlman and Pinchas Zukerman. Operas she has conducted include Guo Wen-jin’s Poet Li Bai and the world premières of Pierangelo Valtinoni’s opera for children Alice in Wonderland, and La Peintre with Taiwan Philharmonic.

As Music Director of Hong Kong Sinfonietta, Yip has taken the orchestra on tour in recent years to France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Lithuania, Canada, the USA, Japan, Korea, Beijing, Shanghai, Taiwan, and in South America in Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay. 

Born in Guangzhou and brought up in Hong Kong, Yip graduated from the Royal College of Music in London and the Indiana University at Bloomington, USA, where she obtained her Master’s Degree in violin performance and conducting. As the winner of the Koussevitsky Scholarship and the Seiji Ozawa Fellowship Award, Yip also attended the conducting seminar and fellowship programmes at the Tanglewood Music Center. Her mentors included great maestros such as Norman Del Mar, Leonard Bernstein, Seiji Ozawa, Gustav Meier and David Atherton. 

Accolades Yip has received internationally include “Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite” bestowed by the French Government (2015), “Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres” by the Ministry of Culture and Communication of France, Fellow of the Royal College of Music (FRCM), and she was also named the Ong Teng Cheong Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, National University of Singapore. In Hong Kong, she received an Honorary Fellowship from the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts (2022), the “Hong Kong Women of Excellence in the Six Arts Award” from the Hong Kong Federation of Women and the Bronze Bauhinia Star (BBS) from the Hong Kong Government (2013), and was University Artist at The University of Hong Kong (2011- 2012).
*********************************************************************************

Maximilian Hornung INCLUDEPICTURE "https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/W75nezuQXzcSSNUBbdV6GGA2ElAzIJlBaZD2du7dtjeMOx8JIyiAm4cLABCBV_OO2zHKJ_AQJcukMSxnf8a_vNb9owvVBv9NrjJaCB1W8e8eAsO0CDyphMGsXBQiZcu11DyWLhI" \* MERGEFORMATINET  INCLUDEPICTURE "https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/w2MnTZX8xi-X0B52kVbTVp6EMxGv-YM0WZOYG6cxaD1ro-eE32pWkdZxXGeJq2rYJP74LKlOG28alcLnoIIinNlI3hIjoU3uENKSJzKEG0_s5W3rP-Qhze3kdJYf_UN2brco3kk" \* MERGEFORMATINET 












Cello
Maximilian Hornung has established himself as one of the leading cellists of his generation in recent years. He has regularly performed as a soloist with renowned orchestras including the London Philharmonic Orchestra, Philharmonia Orchestra, Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Tonhalle-Orchester Zürich, Czech Philharmonic, Vienna Symphony, Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra, Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, WDR Symphony Orchestra Cologne, Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra, Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen and Bamberg Symphony, under conductors such as Daniel Harding, Yannick Nézét-Séguin, Mariss Jansons, Esa-Pekka Salonen, David Zinman, Pablo Heras-Casado, Andrés Orozco-Estrada, Semyon Bychkov, Bernard Haitink, Manfred Honeck, Antonello Manacorda, John Storgårds, Michael Francis, Mario Venzago, Jonathan Nott, Kristjan Järvi, Andrew Manze, Krzysztof Urbański and Robin Ticciati. His chamber music partners have included Anne-Sophie Mutter, Antje Weithaas, Hélène Grimaud, Daniil Trifonov, Christian Tetzlaff, Lisa Batiashvili, François Leleux, Joshua Bell, Yefim Bronfman, Herbert Schuch, Lars Vogt, Hisako Kawamura, Jörg Widmann and Tabea Zimmermann. He has been invited to perform at the festivals in Schwetzingen, Salzburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Rheingau, Lucerne, Verbier, Ravinia and Hong Kong. He has appeared in concert halls such as the philharmonic halls of Berlin, Cologne and Essen, as well as the Vienna Musikverein, Concertgebouw Amsterdam and London’s Wigmore Hall.

Highlights of the 2021/2022 season included débuts with the Bavarian State Orchestra, Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin, Utah Symphony, Kristiansand Symphony Orchestra and Netherlands Philharmonic Orchestra, as well as the Cello Biënnale Amsterdam, tours with the Bundesjugendorchester, an extensive trio tour with Anne-Sophie Mutter and Lambert Orkis in Europe, and a return to the Tonhalle-Orchester Zürich and Florida Orchestra. He played recitals together with Herbert Schuch and Hisako Kawamura, and performed trios with Sarah Christian and Timothy Ridout. In May 2023, he will premiere a new cello concerto by American composer Katherine Balch with the Staatsorchester Darmstadt under Karsten Januschke.

Hornung’s impressive and versatile discography includes solo concerts as well as recordings with prominent chamber musicians. He received the ECHO Klassik Prize for his first album (Sony 2011) – for which he was designated as Young Artist of the Year – as well as for his recording of Dvořák’s Cello Concerto with the Bamberg Symphony under the direction of Sebastian Tewinkel on the same label the following year. Further recordings under Sony have included Richard Strauss’ major cello works with the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra under Bernard Haitink (2014) and Haydn’s cello concertos with the Kammerakademie Potsdam under Antonello Manacorda (2015). In 2017, Deutsche Grammophon released a highly acclaimed recording of Schubert’s “Trout” Quintet which Hornung recorded with Anne-Sophie Mutter and Daniil Trifonov, amongst others. Further recordings were released on GENUIN, Linn Records, NEOS, Bridge Records and CPO. In October 2018, myrios classics released his recording of Shostakovich’s Cello Concerto No 2 and Sulkhan Tsintsadze’s Cello Concerto No 2 with the Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin under Andris Poga.

Born 1986 in Augsburg, Hornung began taking cello lessons at the age of eight. The teachers with whom he has studied most intensely are Eldar Issakadze, Thomas Grossenbacher and David Geringas. As cellist of the Tecchler Trio in which he played until 2011, he won the First Prize of the ARD Music Competition in 2007. At the age of only 23, he became First Principal Cellist of the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra and held this position until 2013. He has been supported and sponsored by the Anne-Sophie Mutter Circle of Friends Foundation and Borletti-Buitoni Trust London. Since the spring of 2022, he has been Artistic Director of the Traunsteiner Sommerkonzerte.
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Alexander Krichel













Piano
Pianist and ECHO Klassik prize winner Alexander Krichel is known for his captivating interpretations of the most demanding works of piano literature from Beethoven and Liszt to Rachmaninov and Prokofiev. Born in Hamburg in 1989, the keyboard virtuoso combines analytical clarity with fiery emotion, in keeping with the motto of the Neuhaus Piano School: “Cold fingers, cool head and hot heart”.
Krichel has given concerts at the Berlin Philharmonie and Konzerthaus, Hamburg Elbphilharmonie and Laeiszhalle , Munich Herkulessaal and Prinzregententheater, Cologne Philharmonie, Tonhalle Zürich, St Martin-in-the-Fields in London and St Petersburg Philharmonic. In addition to appearances with the Frankfurt Radio Symphony, Bamberger Symphoniker, Dresden Philharmonic, Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie Rheinland-Pfalz and Bremen Philharmonic, he is also a welcome guest at Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, Kyoto Symphony Orchestra, Festival Strings Lucerne, Polish Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra, St Petersburg Symphony Orchestra and others. He has played with such renowned conductors as Jonathan Nott, Michael Sanderling, Gabriel Feltz, Wojciech Rajski, Markus Poschner, Andrew Litton and Ruben Gazarian, and also performed chamber music with the Shanghai, Goldmund and Amaryllis quartets. He has also inspired the audience at numerous festivals, including the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival, Rheingau Music Festival, Festspiele Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Beethovenfest Bonn, Schwetzinger Festspiele, Kissinger Sommer, Festival Piano aux Jacobins and Marvão International Music Festival.
Krichel is not only a stage performer, but also Co-founder and Artistic Director of the award-winning Kultur Rockt Festival and Artistic Director of the exclusive “Kammermusik am Hochrhein” chamber music series. Since 2018, he has been a permanent jury member of the Fanny Mendelssohn Förderpreis.
Highlights of Krichel’s discography – which comprises seven albums – include the live recording of Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No 2 with the Dresden Philharmonic Orchestra under Michael Sanderling, and the recording of Ravel's three major piano cycles. After five CD productions with Sony Classical, he celebrated his début with Berlin Classics in 2021 with his album of works by Enescu and Mussorgsky.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Krichel connected with his audience by initiating the world's first classical music concert at a drive-in cinema in May 2020, which was broadcast by WDR. His audience also followed his video diary from a Hong Kong hotel suite where he had to observe a 14-day quarantine before a filmed concert with Hong Kong Sinfonietta. For Beethoven's 250th birthday, he and the Meiningen Hofkapelle brought Beethoven's Piano Concerto No 5 to the stage of the Staatstheater and viewers from all over the world via livestreaming, and in the Essen Philharmonie he also played a solo recital of Beethoven, Schumann and Liszt for an online audience.

Krichel enjoyed training with two of the greatest Russian pianists of the present day – in Hanover, he was the last student of Vladimir Krainev, before graduating with the highest distinction from the Royal College of Music in London where he studied with Dmitri Alexeev. Away from the piano, he is passionate about mathematics, natural sciences and foreign languages. He is involved in projects that give children and young people access to classical music, as well as hospice charity work.
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Hong Kong Sinfonietta is financially supported by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Media Enquiry

Amanda Mok
Senior Marketing & Business Development Manager

Hong Kong Sinfonietta

Email: amanda.mok@hksinfonietta.org
Direct Line: +852 3607 2328
Mobile: +852 9727 1808
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